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The State Pollution Control Board, Odisha, as a regulatory body,
formulates strategies & policies and undertakes studies & plans
for preventing pollution and protecting the environment. The
demands of exponential growth in various sectors of the society
and concurrent use of technology and developmental activities
to meet the growth target have thrown up new challenges and
pose issues of environmental concern. The Board has been
constantly taking effective pollution preventing measures by
enforcing Environmental Acts/Rules and sensitizing all
stakeholders including the general public to play pro-active role so as to strike a
balance between the desired development and conservation of natural resources,
thereby ensuring a sustainable development.

The State Pollution Control Board is celebrating its 35" Foundation Day on 15"
September, 2018. While extending warm greetings to the employees of the Board on
this auspicious occasion, | hope and trust that the SPC Board would continue its rich
legacy of providing pro-active role and taking appropriate steps for prevention of

pollution and protection of environment in the State of Odisha
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April - June, 2018 ~ PARIBESH SAMACHAR

From the Desk of Member Secretary.. ..

—

Plastic manufacturing, destruction of plastic materials by
incineration and disposal of plastic waste have posed severe
threat to environment by destroying its fragile eco-system.
More than 99% of plastics are produced from chemicals
derived from non-renewable resources such as oil, natural gas
and coal. A staggering 300 Million tonne of plastic waste are
produced in a year, out of which 08 Million tonne end up in
oceans alone through river-streams. The plastic waste,
besides being poisonous food stuff for hundreds of aquatic species, clogging sewers,
the accumulation of the ubiquitous, non-biodegradable stuff in the territorial,
aquaticand air-borne environment is a direct threat to living organisms. The world is
now waking up. The Govt. have started implementing measures to prevent the
menace of plastic pollution. “Beat Plastic Pollution”-the theme of World
Environment Day 2018 is most appropriate. Govt. of Odisha has already announced a
ban on use of plastic with effect from 2" Oct.2018 in all major cities of the State & also
drawn up action plan to make Odisha, plastic free over the next two years. The State
Pollution Control Board, as a regulatory body, has been taking initiative in this
direction by appropriately advising the State Govt. and sensitizing the general
public.

I hope, this “Paribesh Samachar” to be released on the occasion of
Board's 35" Foundation Day, will help disseminate the activities of the Board to
prevent pollution and protect our environment.

D. BISWAL, IFS
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